
 

 

The Aylesbury Estate as Home  

Tuesday 5 April – Sunday 18 September 2016 
 

Dr Richard Baxter and Nadege Meriau 
 

 

 

This display explores the Aylesbury Estate, a large modernist high-rise estate in South London, as 

home.  It focuses on the history of the estate for its thousands of residents, from its utopian 

beginning in the late 1960s, to its emergence as a more ambiguous place in the 1980s, and current 

demolition and regeneration through photographs, architectural drawings, text and interviews with 

current residents.  Two artworks by artist Nadege Meriau will feature alongside the display: a 

metaphorical film that relates to the gradual unmaking of the modernist architectural dream and a 

sculpture involving artist-led community participation.  

The Aylesbury Estate as Home draws on an academic research project by Dr Richard Baxter, affiliated 

with the Centre for Studies of Home, a partnership between Queen Mary University of London 

(QMUL) and the Geffrye Museum of the Home.  It is funded by the Leverhulme Trust, AHRC 

Creativeworks London and Queen Mary University of London. 

Dr Richard Baxter is a Lecturer at the Department of Geography, Environment and Development 

Studies at Birkbeck, University of London. He specialises in modernist high-rise estates and is 

interested in the geographies of home, architecture and race.  

Artist Nadege Meriau completed a MA at the Royal College of Art in 2011.  She has exhibited 

nationally and internationally and was nominated for the Arles Discovery Award 2012 and Prix Pictet 

2014. Central to her practice are the notions of growth, transformation, and the concept of dwelling. 

Working with lens-based media and sculpture, she explores the concept of home as material and 

imaginative space and the nurturing and destructive processes through which homes are made. 

 
  



 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
1) For further information or images, or to arrange an interview with Dr Richard Baxter or Nadege Meriau, 

please contact Nancy Loader on 020 7749 6026 or press@geffrye-museum.org.uk.   
 
2) The Geffrye explores the home from 1600 to the present day.  Evocative displays of London, middle-class 

living rooms and gardens illustrate homes and home life through the centuries, reflecting changes in 
society, behaviour, style and taste.  The museum is set in Grade 1 listed, 18th century almshouse buildings 
surrounded by gardens in Hoxton, East London.  www.geffrye-museum.org.uk 

 
3) Free entry.  Open Tuesday–Saturday, 10am-5pm.  136 Kingsland Road, Hoxton, London E2 8EA 

020 7739 9893.  Nearest station: Hoxton (London Overground), directly behind the museum. 
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